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IX   PRESERVATION TRUST RESOLUTION 
 
 

  RESOLUTION OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

THE DELRAY BEACH 
PRESERVATION TRUST   

WHEREAS the Delray Beach Preservation Trust strongly urges 
that Veterans Park be listed on the Local Register of Historic 
Places,  

WHEREAS  this is a long-overdue honor for the Park which, 
fittingly, turned 100 this year, 

WHEREAS  the Trust is eager to prepare the designation 
application and has already engaged with city staff about the 
process, 

WHEREAS  since the city owns the Park, staff will not accept 
an application without  permission of the owner — in this case 
the City Commission, 

WHEREAS  here are but a few reasons why you should readily 
agree to proceed with the application,  



      — The city paid $10,500  in March 1924 to purchase  
the Park. The county appraiser now values the nearly 3.5-acre 
Park along the Intracoastal Waterway at $35 million. It is truly a 
treasure and should be preserved for generations to come. 

         —The Adult Recreation Center at 802 NE 1st St. in the 
north end of the Park is one of only two Mid Century Modern 
designs in the entire Atlantic Avenue corridor, as determined by 
a survey conducted by architect Richard Heisenbottle.  

      —The Rec Center was designed by architect Kenneth 
Jacobsen and built in 1966. Jacobsen was a prominent Delray 
Beach architect (Bob Currie’s father-in-law, in fact). He 
designed the shuffleboard and lawn bowling courts at the Park 
as well as residential and commercial buildings throughout the 
city. Sadly, many have been torn down rather than restored or 
repurposed.  

WHEREAS  the Rec Center and the Park need a historically 
appropriate facelift. Awnings are tattered, courts are 
deteriorated. One Veterans Memorial is poorly maintained, 

WHEREAS designation would encourage the state to award 
planning grants up to $50,000 and $500,000 grants for repair 
and restoration of the center, the courts and the memorials. 
Normally, these are matching grants, but since Delray Beach is a 
Certified Local Government with historic regulations and 
procedures enshrined in our laws and comprehensive plan, the 
city would not have to match, 

WHEREAS  there is clearly at least one historic marker in the 
Park.  The War Memorial was dedicated in 1947 by the 
O’Neal-Priest Post 4141 Veterans of Foreign Wars “in memory 



of our honored dead.” The names of Delray Beach residents 
killed in World Wars I and II are chiseled in the gray granite 
face,  

WHEREAS  historic parks, open spaces and other “landscapes” 
are equally important in promoting a city’s history as buildings 
are, according to the National Register of Historic Places,   

WHEREAS  generations of Delray Beach residents have played 
in the Park, attended concerts in the Park and enjoyed its shade 
and solitude,  

WHEREAS  the Park has hosted community gatherings for 100 
years; one of only a handful of historic sites in the city to reach 
the century mark, 

AND WHEREAS The Delray Beach Preservation Trust Board 
of Directors, a 501(c)(3) not-for profit organization, 
unanimously approved the resolution on Friday, Nov. 1, 2024, 

NOW THEREFORE, the Delray Beach Preservation Trust asks 
that the Delray Beach City Commission to direct staff to accept 
the application and expedite the processing of said application 
so it may be considered on its merits first by the Historic 
Preservation Board and then by the City Commission. We trust 
that both boards will vote favorably on the application and agree 
to have Veterans Park listed on the City’s Local Register of 
Historic Places. 

Signed:         Attest: 

 

Price Patton        Rhonda 



Sexton 

President, Delray Beach Preservation Trust  Secretary 
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